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THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Pguaiment of Cheobagical Sciences Columbia, 50 29208
January 23, 1995
President of the Siberian Branch Vice-President of the Siberian Branch
of Russian Academy of Sciences of Russian Academy of Sciences
V.A Koptyug N.L. Dobretsov

Dear collcagues V. A Koptyug and N .. Dobretsov:

Ry now you know that there will be no drilling on Lake Baikal this winter. The failure to drill has
many reasons. | understand that many complicated factors are involved in the failure to drill. Due
io the imternational imporiance of BDP in Russia, Japan, the United States and other countries we
should not have fhiled. Now we must deal with the consequences.

One consequence is that the US National Science Foundation may withdraw all support for BDP,
T will do my best {o prevent NSF from withdrawing support form BDP, but I need an immediate
letter of support for the BDP program from you as leaders of Siberian Branch of RAS. T am
scheduled to meel in Washinglon with the National Science Foundation officials on 1 February
1995,

A main problem for the fulure of BDP s the competition and miscommunication which exists
between institute dircctors in Irkutsk. These factors have played a large part in the failure to drill
this winter. Excuse me for my direct statement, but it is my opinion that the Siberian Branch at
the highest level must 1ake some corrective action in order to ensurc the health and future of not
only BDP, but also BICER. Another possible consequence of BDP failure is that fisture
international cooperative programs ol SB RAS might suffer.

My first concern, however, Is saving (e US pa Unapation in DD, Mlease send mo a Idter which
describes what steps you as Jeaders of SB RAS will take to guarantee that BDP will drill
successfully in Dec. 1995 - March 1996, It will be very impontant for the mecting at NSF 1o have
a letter from you with a clear statement about 1) international importance of BDP, 2) the
commitment of SB RAS 1o BDP, 3) plans for ensuring successful drilling in Dec. 1995 - March
1996, 1 will save the other issues about political infighting in Irkutsk for a later time. My
immediate need is to protect BDP for our muteal benefit. 1 belicve we have cnjoyed a sirong
working relationship and I look forward 10 continuing to woark with yr.:nu in the fiture.

Yours very truly, b MI‘M
ouglas ms, Professor

Geological and Marine Sciences
Co=-Chairmen, BDP Stecring Committe
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