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Decision-making and survival

By PaARLO GONISALET CASAKOVA

In the first veans afler 1he Seeand Workd
Wnr, it was believed thai intemational
ganfaenoss could proole the econcmic
emnd socual development of the countries
which were Bter called the Third Warkld
Mationalist =ovemsents in countries thai
were soon ne longer S be colomics and
CoOMm=nURE movemenis i countnes the
thimpht they had kit capalalism behind
shared the same convictions in the
promiss of dSowclopment. The wielory ovr
the naghimere of Massfaecism, the end of
Formml colonsmbim, and the swoesi of a
great number of natlonal liberation
movements in Alrica, Asia, and same
Lanin American countries lified the
univertal hope and conwiction in
develapment.

Today, with 2 many lodd parsdise,
with paradigms of swientific, political, and
Bupasniso thoug®l tramoked down, with
e cccwrrence of diplomatic incidenis
whech render ancenaln ibhe exisremnos of &
world legal order. with weakened
EOVEFAmMENTL, With exXtremely powerlul
imdusrrizl and Ginancial corporations that
tranteend EGe rule ol netiosal legal
syiics aod wiTe ST soctel ood
ccobogial commenitnit i 1w oprrations
ns "extefmialities’” — under these
arcumsiances, b LN fow ol “sustainable
develapment™ and to progose measures o
reach it scem Bke a collective phesomenos
of sell-dclusion on & warld scile

The l_'{l!!HED ol [ abanad in the
Mwﬁn
tEnla v hike Bin 1 nf pohcich
af peod people 1 Caracas :nd Lo
Ampeles, in South Africa and the Middie
FEaa, & the former UUSSKE and in central
Eurcipe, in the Fhilippenss, in Sceib Asia,
and in Indin and Sri Lanka are
dismisavely recognined as Cemiliar arban
amd racial unrest, as Tundamsnialisl
movemenls, ar mi pri'-l:llt SLTUE,ElH O
ethne groups. They have nothang te do
with the wopleelel prospect of world
developmenl.

1t & true, some gpoveiaments (s Latin
America and glsewhere porosive with
dismay the mounting danger of their
pocial problema and the scandalous
deterloration of their estural
environment. Fow oy or s oy 1o slop
the compelled drain of capital to the
Merih— in * ropaymocnt of debi™ — or the
eonimnued worsesang of the torms ol thez
trade with the Micrhe

The atate of the workt s duly deplomed
by the governments and busineis
gnlerprises that domimale the world, Hul
none make lhe sighica eflort Lo socune
even thelr own survival, let alane 1he
sarvival of the planet and it people. Tho
weakpeia of abience of alierpaiive

JON RICHARDS

GLOBAL WARMING P
WHAT GLOBAL WHRMING S
SEEMS PERFECTLY oL
DOWN HERE ™ ME,

p:.lilj:al foroes comsnandang the power Lo
make change bs apparent. Prolesl al what
is happening is deprecatad a3 alarmist and
pehdimIsEee

In Eact, thise prohlems cannod be solved
withim ihe ierms either of prevadling workl
goonosas policy of of natiopal markel
policies = dietermimant as these polsict
are ol 8¢ poventy of popelations that
grow larger and po-OrET EVETY day. MNoigher
can juch policels aop ihe deloresiation,
the polbetion of waters, the exhaustion of
ihe socil, of iBe coatamanation of the
global, atmosphore. This implics 1he

pecextiny 1o reject the ruling dogmstic
principle embraced by the IEil]i::r: af
M'r_'%m‘ﬁmm

Smulh a indusinal  morchants,
maemely, [EmmpE o 1he market os o wie

For rational sosial decision making per se.

Mow the UN has comnvemed iis
conléfence on environment and
development. 18 will pablish yet another
declaration with no lkelihood of ils being
implemented, of bringing abosi any
chamge in workl power relations or in the
inexorable decay of the planetary

eoosysiem. These wio have the power 10
chanpe the course of history are deal and
Elind o the imminent desirection of
Bamanity and of Ihémde]ved along wilk
ghe geil,

Tao escaps: that fate, sl most recogaize
that hird oeical change today has moved on
from |1 m:Wnr 1 Sthlniry. 80 i
could be mannged by relorm: and
counterreforms, by revalution apd
pounterreveluizon, of, in socordancewilk
thi pirw version of (the Cotoepl of progress,
by development

Today we are prisoncre of Iht!ﬂ:
concepis. What we must dao for T
sanival B reoover 1he redsnd of 1he nas
and fall of citees and civilizations and of
the coaitpia of historicl crists and cyches,
The present crisis gathers 10 mare
amincas dimengion 15an 1he o of ke
1950s, econcenicnly and, for the first time
in history, eoologically,

It i possible that the imménent fall of
Hhe  workd empire will not kerakd
ik Eepinning of & betier history, Mothing
puaranbeey, a8 some think, thal some

Eumansn “ecior” will spoataseonsly
cogacice a work] cnder that will end ke
mnllerdry history of inequality, mnjustices,
and suppression af mdivides] freedom, a
history (Bat poer threatess, alse, ooocide.

Mem asdl women, maybe with the help
ol Crond b pot o Bris. invidible Band, mus
begin agaim the project of building an
arder which can resalve humanity’s
prodicament, for 1be powerkess and the
powerlal of foday as weil. Cwer delay of
thiz 1beortal-peactical task is perilous
We bawe not, at ihis ke Bour, Boea able
o denign & pidgect for sandval.

If humane (orces are to overconme
tomorrow, the scientifie and political
battle must begin today. While it ia
necessary bo study the locus of power in
docizion making, it B pcormary abie 19
balld a political fores in each of our
eauntrics ikt enforces the decisicn 19
FUEYivE.
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