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SOME FEATURES QF THE ALTAL CASE STULY

Dear Collpagues,
It 1z my pleasurs to weicome all participants of this  very
{:gjf"”fﬁﬁﬁFfﬁnt fpternational workshopf, I nope that our work together
wlll be Interesiing and ef{flcient,

In the last decades of the XXth ceniury the mankind hecame
aware ihai our olvilization had generated a set of global prob-
iettz threatening the 1ife on the planet Earth. This workshop iz
devated to cne of them - io the consequences Of nuclear waapdn
tests {or the health of the populatlien and [or ihe envircnment
of territories nelghbouring the testing slies,

Jomsequences of nuclear tests are a part of the giobal
probiem conmected with accumalated nuciear [ilsslon materials.
Soience gave the mankind & new powsrful source of cnergy, But it
was Used first of all with a detriment to pecple. Nuclear Dombs
explosions over Hireshima angd Nagasakl were senseless actlions
from the viawpcint of the Second World War endling but they ope-
ned the gorz of nuelear terrorism. The foliowing "Cold War" years
wers the time of mumerous nuclear testa almed at the lnereased
"efflciency" of these deadly weapons,

(Eg} In_Ehe pericd of 1dL-19%G US4, TSEKR, B, france and China

performed more  Lhan 400% nure lear Eploslons, ke Thase

3 teats resuited in the relsaze of a Lhemendous amesnt of  radio-
ey, rmicildes in Lthe ervironmesnt

Wihen the military stock of fission materlal reachad  Lhe

. amount sufficlent for kliling all the pecple living on the bla-

{Eilr net Barth several times, the governmenis cf$nuclear atztes dsoi-

ded S0 slen sgreepens on the Lan of puclear tests snd tndissemi-

nation of nuclear weapons.  Bui 1t was done too iste. The gln of

nuciear terrorlsm waz st out of the botftle. Neowadays according

0 the published intormation 1% 1s sufficlent to have 1 KE  of

Weapon©s plutonium or § HE of uraniun-g£233 Lo mske & nuelear Dogb

weeighing iass than 20 Kgo Theredfors,  we should Toar nehb oniy




_.2_

stete nuelear terrarism in our exciting worid out alsoc the ter-
rerlam of smali groups of DEGEIE

Thereforg, the Hﬂﬂﬂlﬁﬂge about the consequencas &?;PAGIEE’
gxpioalons for tﬁﬂlﬁﬂﬂlthﬁaﬂd thalr effect on the environmant 1s

very lmportant for the llving and fulure generations. A great
atleniion 1o this problem 1s patd by (SCOPE). You know that this

tnternationat Workshop i5 also organized 1n the [ramework of the
SCOPE HADTEST Frogramme, The Executlve Commitiee of SCOFE beliee

ves thal Somipalatinsk-altal ase Study };?very impartant in the
context of the above-nentionsd Prograxme, The reasons for this
are cennectad with usual difficulites in dlstingulshlng consedl-
gnces of radlonuclides impact and other iogzl faotiors having ne-
gative Infliuence on the health of the population and the state
af the environment. Iﬂ this rejation the Altai Lase Study 1=

, &

characterized Dy the [ollowlngvgs B ClcURmSances

{sride-3t

- the industrial pﬁlluilﬂﬂ af & largs part of the Altal
tarrlitory 18 not $o sirong As Lo many other cazes;

- tie Altal agriculture 2zed fesz varjous chemicals becauss
ithey were less avallable in Sibkeria than in other parts
of the former Zoviet inion;

- ETEEE the Informa:ion aboubt radipactive fallouts waé*sec~
ret psychological siress for the Altal popzlation was not
sn strong a5, Tor examplie, Lo the ¢age of Dhernchyl oa-
tastrophe where Siressing ractors influenced the health

{;ii:F““"” of tne population much more drastlcaily,
-~ 56 Altal area 19 characierized DyVies transregional mig-

ration of populstion:

- there are many very similar i other respacts nelghbou-
ring setilements exposed and not expozed Lo radloachive
failonts saused by ntolesr ltests;

- & apeelal state programme was launched several years  ago
Geveipd o studylng iong-lerm  consequences of nuclear
teals at Semipalatinzk zite oty ihe heaith ol #oOUIaLION
of the Altal reglon anpd there 12 now a large volume of
infermation relating o the dltsl case,

It seems therefcorse ihat resulis of detalisd and comprehen-

slve crhitical analvsis ¢f the Altal data wili he sigrifilcant



_3_

contribution to a better understanding of the lmpact of radio-

nuclides relesses  rox variogs Klods of nuclear detonabicss on

the health of people and on tne 3tale of the environment.
<E§§}h AT 2 ary lmportanl L0 Compars
resulid of the Aleal case study with thnse obitained In other oo
unirisa,  Durlnge last years the accessibliity of  ocorresponding
information was increased.  This was stimulsted by requirenents
ol some International agreements and of gensrzl oubilc that wo-
uid ilike to siremgthen its control over governmental activity.

According io Rio Declarsifon op Environment and Develoomeni
{18%2):

“States shall develop matlonal law regarding liabliity and

compensation for the victime of pollution and ofher envl-

ronmental Gamage. States shall also cooperale Ln an expedi-
tious and more determinec manner o develop further inter-
natlionat iaw regarding iiabiiity and compensation for ad-
verse effecis of envircnmental damage caused Ly aciivities
within their jurisdictlon or control to aress beyond iheir

Jurlsdiction. "

The way of sustainable deveiopmenit proposed by ihe
gig~de~Janeiro Conference presumes very open and consirucilve
caliaboration of govermmsnis and public. Heprezentatlves of the
worid scientlfic community should help in the estabiishing  such
coliaboration.




